Prince Edward Island —
Viewpoints
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1:-

“Prospects of Confederation in Prince Edward Island”
(Charlottetown Islander, 6 January 1865)

The majority of people are under the impression that Confederation would ruin the
Island. They have been told that if the Island should be united with the other Provinces,
under a Federal government, the people would be heavily taxed—that they would be
marched away to the frontiers of Upper Canada to fight for the Canadians; and that the
completion of the intercolonial Railroad would bring the produce of Canada to St. John
and Halifax, and thus injure the farmers of P.E. Island. Firmly believing that all these
evils would come upon them were they to enter the Confederation the people, with but
few exceptions, are unanimous in the cry “away with Confederation—we will have
nothing to do with it.” Confederation, in the terms of the resolutions of the [Quebec]
Conference, will, we assume, at the coming Session, be almost unanimously rejected in
both Houses of the Legislature of this Island.

On Union
(Charlottetown Examiner, 22 August 1864}

Shall we, then, think seriously about a Federal Union. We believe we ought. Great
Britain is constantly urging upon our attention a Union of some kind. The only kind of
Union we can have is a Federal one. That means little or nothing short of separation
from Great Britain. . . . If we make up our minds for an Independent Federation. . .. we
must prepare to bid goodbye to old Mother England.

On debt -
(Charlottetown Examiner, 22 October 1864)

Canada proposes to deal with the Maritime Provinces in the most broad and liberal
spirit. She emphatically declares that the burden of her debt shall fall upon Upper and
Lower Canada—and upon Upper and Lower Canada alone.

Edward Palmer at the Quebec Conference: Fears for the Future of Prince Edward

Island
(Charlottetown Monitor, 15 December 1864)

I fear our little Island is to be sacrificed [in the Federal Union]. The Canadian ministers
or their leaders are clever and ingenious men. They are in this position: their
government must stand or fall in the accomplishment or failure of the Union. . . . The
paltry proportion of representation we are now likely to have in both branches of the
[central] Legislature is little more than nominal, and leaves us at the mercy of the other
Provinces. . . . In short, I am thoroughly disgusted at the course things have taken here
and would be disposed to “sit. . . . and weep” for years, if I thought our Island people
would be taken in by the scheme.



